IS     POLAND    LOST?

a basket and engaged a working man who was a
member   of   the   secret   Polish   organization   to
accompany her as her servant to Warsaw. At that
time   none   but   military   trains   communicated
between Lodz and Warsaw, and it was only with
great difficulty that the girl managed to obtain
permission to travel by one of these trains with her
'servant*. They placed the basketful of dynamite
on  the  floor  of  a  compartment crowded with
Russian soldiers, where any jolt of the train might
have caused it to explode. They reached Warsaw
without mishap, however. But their troubles were
not over yet. There were no cabs at the station,
and Hedwig and her * servant* stood waiting, not
daring to carry the heavy load themselves, in case
they happened to drop it. A Russian policeman
came up to them and suspiciously began to ask
questions. With the thought in her mind that he
might at any moment demand to see the contents
of her luggage, Hedwig answered with such perfect
self-possession that when a cab finally turned up,
the Russian policeman helped her companion to
load the basket! When they were out of sight of
the station, Hedwig and her c servant * carefully
lifted the basket on their knees, lest their luggage
should explode and precipitate them into eternity
at a violent jolt of the cab; for this was a horse cab
and  road  surfaces  in  Warsaw  were  far. from
perfect. And so, in the end, the dangerous cargo
was delivered to its destination.

Another Polish amazon, Wanda Piekarska, was
ordered to travel from Warsaw to Kiev and bring
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